
March 7, 2008 
 
RE: Docket No. 04-233 
 
TO: FCC Commissioners 
 
 
I’ve been reading about your proposed radio operational changes and I’m very 
concerned.  I’ve been in radio broadcasting for 39 years so I am familiar with the 
rules before the 1980s deregulation.  I’ll mention the specific ones that concern me 
the most in a moment, but first I’d like to make a general statement. 
 
If there are some aspects of the deregulation that don’t work then make 
adjustments to those areas, but don’t go back to the way it was before deregulation.  
There are differences today that didn’t exist then that would make it very hard for 
radio stations to implement these new (old) rules.   
 
First, there are many more radio stations today than were in existence then.  
Economically it was hard for each radio station to earn enough money to operate the 
way that it was, but when the growth in the numbers of radio stations began in the 
1990s, and continues today, it will be exceptionally hard for stations to survive 
under the rules you propose.   
 
If consolidation has gotten out of hand and you believe that individual radio 
corporations own too many radio stations then impose a fair limit on the number of 
broadcast properties they could own.  But don’t add rules that would make it hard 
for multiple radio stations in a market to operate just to make it less attractive to 
do it. 
 
Second, there are many more competitors for listeners today than there were in the 
1980s and before.  I don’t need to go into depth; you know there is satellite radio, 
digital music on iPods, the internet and more.  These rules will further hamper 
radio stations in our struggle to survive against such competition.  
 
If one of your concerns is the perceived lack of localism, again some adjustments can 
be made in the regulations to deal with that without going back to the regulations of 
the old days. 
 
Now some specific concerns.  Requiring radio stations to locate their main studios 
within the community of license would not help “local” programming to return.  It is 
just as easy to air automated/satellite/non-local programming from within the city 
limits as without.  The goal should be to encourage radio stations to serve their 
communities effectively, not where to place the physical studios.  The good 
programmers and owners realize that the key to winning the ratings battles is to be 



in the community in a big way, so I suspect that there are more broadcasters that 
serve their communities well than you may believe. 
 
Requiring personnel to be at the studios at all times of operation doesn’t make sense 
in today’s world with the technology the way that it is.  That would be an 
unnecessary financial burden on the radio stations.  Instead, regulations regarding 
control of the station and access to the airwaves by emergency personnel can be 
shaped to take advantage of today’s technology that will still provide the features 
you want.  Over my career I have worked many nights and weekends and can 
assure you that ninety-nine percent of the time there doesn’t need to be anyone on 
the premises.  Again, today’s technology can do the job as well, maybe better, than 
before.  When there is a need to reach station personnel it can be easily done 
without someone having to be there all of the time.   
 
With the growth in digital broadcasting the emergency alert systems can become 
even more effective using text on the radio screens.  That is just one example of how 
we can do a better job using today’s technology without having to have someone at 
the station 24/7. 
 
The idea of requiring stations to convene a permanent “advisory board” is of concern 
to me.  That takes away the responsibility and power of the radio station owners.  
The owners should have the responsibility of determining the community needs and 
responding to them adequately, and they should be held accountable.  But to 
require a specific way to do it won’t solve the problem.  Just requiring owners to be 
responsive to the community and holding them accountable will allow them to find 
their own ways to do it.  The end result should match your requirements; the means 
to accomplish that are many and varied and should be determined by each license 
holder. 
 
Requiring an advisory board would also take away the power to operate the station 
in a way that the owner believes to be the best and most efficient.  If the board has 
the power to operate the station, that could cause some big problems; especially if 
the board becomes radical in some way and develops an agenda of their own.  The 
owner would be powerless to change it.  Again, stating goals and requirements for 
the broadcasters is okay; just let the owners determine the best ways for their 
businesses and communities to meet those goals and requirements. 
 
Please reconsider bringing back those old and encumbering rules of the pre-1980s.  
We need to be able to operate our stations in today’s environment, not in 
yesterday’s.  Give us the goals and allow us to find our own ways to meet them. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Jay Christian 
PO Box 26 
Thompsonville, IL  62890 
 
  


